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Dear Ms Freeman 

Parliamentary Inquiry into the delivery of the Vocational Education and Training 
in Schools (VETiS) program 

As Commissioner for Children and Young People in Western Australia I have a statutory 
responsibility to advocate for what is in the best interests of children and young people 
under the age of 18 years. In undertaking these responsibilities I have to have special 
regard for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people and children and 
young people who are vulnerable or disadvantaged for any reason. 

I must also have regard to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (the 
Convention). Article 28 of the Convention sets out every child's right to an education and 
Article 29 further expands this right to ensure, 'development of the child's personality, 
talents and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential' and other important 
matters. The Convention, under Article 12, also requires that children and young people 
are provided with the opportunity to have their views heard and considered in matters that 
affect them. 

I note that the committee is seeking feedback from VETiS students through an online 
survey and I congratulate you on inviting the views of these young people. 

Work of my office in consulting with children and young people consistently highlights that 
children and young people place a high value on the role of school and education in 
contributing to their wellbeing both in the present and the future. I would particularly draw 
the Committee's attention to the Wellbeing research report conducted by my office in 2009 
and the more recent Listen to Us report of a consultation with Aboriginal children and 
young people released in 2015. Both of these reports show the importance of school and 
education to children and young people and some of the challenges they experience in 
accessing a good education. 
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Further work with children and young people who experience poorer outcomes such as 
children and young people with disability, children in out-of-home care and children and 
young people in contact with the youth justice system has highlighted the important role of 
education and the need for meaningful options to keep these children and young people 
engaged with learning and to open positive pathways for their future. 

In 2015 my office commissioned a literature review on disengagement from education and 
the Telethon Kids Institute completed this review. The review highlighted the complexities 
of educational disengagement and the range of challenges that children and young people 
can face. 

To build on this work, last year I undertook a large scale research study of the factors that 
assist children and young people to engage in school and learning to further explore the 
nature of the challenges and best inform us as to how to overcome these challenges and 
ensure that a good education is available to all children and young people, particularly 
those most at risk or with poorer outcomes. 

In the School and Learning Consultation I heard from more than 1,800 students across WA 
who are enrolled in 98 schools representing all three school sectors. Through their wide
ranging responses students identified a variety of factors that have a strong influence on 
their engagement with school and learning. Two of these factors are 

• Content that is interesting and relevant, and 

• Choices and a say on decisions that affect me. 

Students indicated that engaging learning experiences which cater to student learning 
requirements, needs and interests are critical to their learning. They told me they prefer 
content that arouses curiosity, encourages creativity, is interesting and above all 
meaningful and relevant to their lives both in the present and the future. However some 
students and particularly those in regional areas highlighted that sometimes they failed to 
see the relevance of what they are learning at school to their future employment prospects 
or current 'real-life experiences'. 

When asked how valuable their learning at school is to them and their future only 1 in 2 
high school students answered that it is very valuable to them. 

The study results show that students who find their learning valuable strongly relate this to 
future job prospects ("It will help me get a job'') while those who do not see value in their 
learning feel it does not meet their interests or will not help them with future employment 
("It won't help me get a job). 

Students also told me that when they were provided with opportunities to have a say about 
school and learning it develops their confidence, increases their level of responsibility and 
ownership of their learning outcomes, and creates an environment that reflects their lives 
and identities, in which they feel valued and comfortable to learn. 

In the workshops students explained that they most like learning when they "get to choose 
the study method/ type of activities which I [have] to do in order to work as productively 
and efficiently as possible" and when they "get to have a say in what I learn about". 

When asked if students at their school have a say in how things work only 1 in 2 high 
school students agreed with this statement. 

The results of the School and Learning Consultation indicate that these and other factors 
are critical for strong student engagement with school and learning that can be measured 
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through student attendance, sense of belonging, liking of school, and students' academic 
achievement. 

The full consultation report along with a summary document of the key factors affecting 
engagement will be published later this year. 

I also spend much time travelling through regional areas where students have repeatedly 
highlighted with me the importance of vocational programs leading to meaningful 
employment opportunities that are available locally. On a recent visit to the Gascoyne 
region I met with students at Carnarvon Community College some of whom were part of 
the Work Readiness Boys Group program. The students told me that the program has 
helped them improve both academically and behaviourally, they praised the change and 
variety of the curriculum and expressed high aspirations for their future following their 
participation in the program: 

"Get a good job and do something good with my life. // 

It is important that vocational programs connect with locally available employment 
opportunities in regional areas to give young people meaningful pathways to completion of 
their schooling. 

In terms of the delivery of the Vocational Education and Training in Schools (VETiS) I do 
not have any specific evidence of the effectiveness or otherwise of the model and will await 
the findings of the Committee's Inquiry with interest in this regard. I do believe that it is 
critical that our systems that play such a significant role in the lives of children and young 
people are effectively monitored to ensure that they are performing to required standards 
and achieving the outcomes to which they are charged . 

Of most significance in regard to the role of my office I believe is the need for us to be 
sure that every child, regardless of their needs and abilities, life circumstances or 
geographical location, is able to attend school and achieve a positive educational outcome 
that provides them with the foundation to lead a productive and satisfying lifestyle. 
Vocational Education and Training in Schools (VETiS) programs play an important role in 
achieving this. 

I wish the Committee success with its current Inquiry and will eagerly await the report and 
any recommendations. I would be happy to provide further information to the Committee 
as required on any aspect of my work. 

Yours sincerely 

COLIN PETTIT 

Commissioner for Children and Young People WA 

31 July 2017 
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